MEMORANTUM NH RRINGING BASIC HRALTH I3U% 7O AMERICAN PROPLE ,

1~ The President's Cormission on the Health Heeds of the Hation will give us the
high~level findings, bBut we must talte theose findings out of the smpyrean blue and hring them
down to the level of the average vrecinct worker, And we rust tell our story over and over
arain =in a deliderately primer style, We have $0 overcome thres yasars of conesntrated
Whitaker and Barter sloganising,

As I told Mr, Boyle on several occasions, we muet toke the "curse" off this issue through
hard-hitting, eommon denominator material directed to the average citizen, nd by hardehitting
facte, 1 don't mean eexless statistics from PSA actuaries on the relative merita of the
Tritish Health Insurance 3vgtem, I mean, for example, use of some of the heart-rending case
hiotories of medieal indigente coniained in "Making ¥nds Meet on Less than 2,007 a Year®, a
publication of the Joint Congres-ional Committee on the Neonomic Report. Speaking of 10 miliie
Americans who fall in this oategory, the revort states;

"Health renains the point of highest vulneradility, The defenses of low=-incore families
are real'y down vhen sickness strikes, and our common darriers ag:inst its onslanghts on
health and livelihood are as yet painfully mikm inadequate,.,Serious 1llness poses scononic
prodlems for all but the WX well-to-do, When it comes Yo low-income families, 1t rust of
necessity bear down heavily on what they spend for food and elothing, Being beforehand is
diffienult when cormetition for the household dollar i: so acute,.."

2= ¥c must pound away at what Whitaker and Barter enll the *fringe® i:sgues ~the doctor
shortage, lack of bagic pudlic health services, dire shortage: of medical servicesk in rural
areas, the plight of the 0ld folks who 6an't even get health insuranes, eote, Whitaker and
Baxter are plain seared of a rip-roaring fight on basic medical needs, They know they can't
win that one: | they can only hone for a delaying action by twlating the issue and puffing it
up in%to a battle over "state sooialism® or "bureaucratic interference with freedom®, Here
is what Whitoaker sald back in February, 1950,

"From our standpoint, the fundamental queation involved in compulsory health
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insurance 1s much more adapted to effective, clear-cut pregsentation than the hidden thraat
in 8 H1l to provide federal ald to medical education,*

Pranalate? into honest English, Shis means ths$ you can put out several milliion dollars
worth of flag-waving nonsense about a hynotheticsl threat to s eitizen's independence, dut
you are sgompletely stymied when you put out the same anount of money tellings him there
isn't s shortage of doctors, or that he doesn't really have mach troudle paying his medioad
bilis, He knows differently, and frequently from dhltier personzl exverience,

Harry N.Rosenfield put 1t well in his jod on the medicos in "The “ntioch Review";

“Heslth 1is = universal preocccunation, In its drosder connotatlons, it is much emsier
for people to understend than profes:zlonal rigamarele and expert gobdledyrook would have us
believe, The general pudblic rejects organized medicine's pramise thot it alene is commetent
to determine how, when, whers and how much mediezl sare shal! be provided.,."

Lowell Mellett hit 4t a 1ittle harder in a column 4n "The Evening Star®;

"For, inevitably, the AMA campalgners have overstated their case and mierepresented
the thing they oprose,..They have been laying a 1ot of egss and one day there will de
chickens coming home %0 roost, The peo-ls are due to discover that, while they have bdeem
saved from gtutism!, they still have their ashee and pains and still lack the price of
adequate cars,.,0ur voting vopulation contains only 150,000 menmbere of AMA, as against
militons of voters for whom the cost of medical care 18 a serious ;aroblm.‘/

Mut, stem by sten, how Imrry these AMA chickens home to roostt

Above all else, one important fact must de realized: the Vemoeratic Presidential can~
didate 1in 1952 will heve only a modioun of time to devote %0 thls isrue, Oranted that he will
use the Commizeion findings in several of hig speeches. Mut will this counteract Whitaker
and Baxter, who will edart swinging with seversl nillion dollars as soon as the Commizeion
is announced?! They wil® uae every pamphlet, every medinm of communication, every phony
resolution, to besmirech and defoul the Commlission's personrel, purposss and findings, Ye rust
be ready with a plan of attack from the day the Commis-ion is announced, Yecause our

opnesition will concentrate a 24-hour a day barrage on the hedlth iscue,
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3= The Demoeratic N¥ational Committee must open its channels up to a droad, educational
Job on the health issue. Up until now, these channels have been tightly closed against thls
fegme, As a vresult, the aversge party worker out in the field still lakes a dim view of the
health Lseus,

You are not going to convert this party wvorker overnight by a shining manifesto
declaring that the health ismue 1s really a good one, You have got to plam a campalpgn to
win him over -and you have got to tell him the facts, over znd over again, in primer fashion,
Ihere are many ways in which this can be done: ‘

a~ The first need is a simmle, Anglo~Saxon handbook ascenting the medical needs of the
average citizen, It should be brief and snanyy, with plenty of earteons, last year the IDNC,
with the ald of the Cormittee for the Mation's Health, »ut out an EO-page handbook which
hit & new high in wordage and statlstleul obfuscation, This is just how it should not be
done, look at the simplieity of the Whitaker~Baxter stuff -for example, "A Simplified
Flueprint of the Campalgn against Corpuleory Health Insurance®,

York on this handbook should not be delayed until the Comis:ion makes ite remort. It
ghould be screcned and resoreened over a period of time -every line and cartaon‘made as
sellable as possidle, Distridution of this should run into the hundreds of thousands,

b-Live copy on the health lssue should bs funnelled continmuelly to ths newspapers., This
really should be a function of the publicity division of the MU, whieh up #atil now has
treated the health ismme with a deafening silencs,

To quote from the December,1950 memo whioh I submitted to Fr, Boyle on ways in which
the DEC counld dBring this issus to the people;

"Loeal newspaper renorters, the great majority of whom take a dim view of the AMA,
pust be cultivated and serviced, A lot of ef’ort must go into this renortoriazl Jjobh, since
through it you will get the American people aroused on the ismue, This news copy should de
timed and pin~pointed,®
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Let's take an exsaple, Taft's demihx doudble-cressing ewitch on federal ald to medical
sduestion ghould have bdeen pounded home to our party workers, Senstor Xerr, in his epeech
startings "What would the father of a ehild vho needed a dcctor do in the presence of an
emerpeneyt® drev the basic lines for 1952 « Innman welfare versus Republican Yook-keeping,

Yot the DN refased $0 open the party chamnsls for material on this,

&= A fundanents) research job must be done on the AMA and 1%s unsavory allisnces, In
the Decamber, 1950 memo, and several previous memos, I have gone into great detall in
sxnosing the vieiona tie~ups betweon the Feymhlieen Party end Healing Arts Comittess, This
resesrch job must de greatly intensifind, and 1te findinge smashed home to the average
party worker, The THC must be strengthened to do this kind of Job -1t haan'’t had a research
staf? for movs than 2 YyeaT,

d~ Thers 18 5 nead for a good, 10-20 minute f£ilm documentary on the health igsue, The
AMA put out a film agoins? nationsl health ineurance lauat ysar, but 1t hang 1teelf through
patent exagmerations and a laeck of human wormth, We'caulc‘i do & ease history kind of fllm ~
naybe dramatizing s ocomle of the gnses from "Less than $2,000" - whidh would knock people
ont of their seats, A fllm of this kind would b a wonderf™l elfucational tool for party
workers,

o Several gracs roots sonferences on emergency medical prodlems would foecus specifio
issues and got a lot of 2008 news copy. Yor sxamle, several of the biz farm organizations
eould svonsoy a resionsl conference on the medical eriele in rural areas, A conference on the
need for expension of public health units would have the Congres: of Parsnts and Teachers and
the General Federation of Women's Clubs, hoth sup-orters of the B1l1, »s sponsors. And so m,

In sddition, the YN0 ghould preparc basle health nmaterial for the many state and
rerional party econferonces; work up material for Demooratic Congresemen on health issues, and
take a. hand in etraigshtening out the leglalative confusion znd lack of liason on hellth billae,

SUMMARY = In Drief, as much effort smst he concentrated on opening wp and strenghening

$he Democratic NEational Cormittes on the health issuse as on the setting up and
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operation of the President's Comniscion on $he Health Needs of the Natiom,

¥hitsker and Barter will start Danging away at the Commission from the day 1t 1w
amounced, The Commiscion will be mable to fight back, but the DMC will, and must, ¥ith
a1l my heart, I say that I fear we will bs unadle to comnteract the Whitaker and Baxter
bar-age unless we have a blueprint for aetion and the full cooperation of national, state
gnd eounty workers of the Demoeratic Party.

After severnl months of thinking about 18, Mr, Poyle came arousd to this point of
view, He instructed Charles Van Nevinder, director of INC yublieity, to draw w- g memo
outlining how the hsalth {ssus carpidign could be incorporated into the MMC structurs, In the
final memo, which Van Devander shwwed me, provision ws= mafe for an assistant to the
Chalrmen wo was to be in charge of the healih lgewe, e wsz t0 have one fleld worker and
seversl office assigtanta, A1l the publiclity channels of the INC were to Ye opened to him,
plus the considerahle forces of the Women's Mwiglon,

However, the weclt the memo wnes turned over to Mr, Eoyh, the vhole AFC business dbroke
wide open,

I respectfully sugrest this memo be loeated, refurblshed and put into action}



